Acid-base values of single pass, batch system, bicarbonate based hemodialysate.
The bicarbonate, calcium, and magnesium values of a single pass, batch system, bicarbonate based hemodialysate were found to be stable during a period of 5 hours, whether the solution was extensively covered by a floating polystyrene lid or not. The pH and PCO2 of the dialysate that had been covered with a floating lid remained stable during the 5 hours, whereas the corresponding values of the dialysate that had not been so covered did show changes that were secondary to the loss of carbon dioxide. The changes were not marked enough to preclude the clinical use of the latter uncovered dialysate.